NOTICE AND AGENDA OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

11 April 2016 at 7:00pm

Level 32, 201 Elizabeth Street, Sydney (please e-mail nsw@alhr.org.au to get instructions to get into the building)

AND by teleconference (contact your local convenor for details)

AGENDA

Apologies

To Confirm the Minutes of Annual General Meeting of the Association held on 15 April 2015.

To receive the reports from the Executive report, including financial report pursuant to the Rules.

To elect office bearers and ordinary members of the National Committee:

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Seven ordinary members to chair each of the following subcommittees:

Freedoms

Refugees

Bill of Rights

Disability

Indigenous

Fundraising

To confirm nominees from State and Territory Committees

Special Resolution

Other business

Scott Calnan

Secretary

21 March 2015

Schedule

Special Resolution

Explanation

The amended Rule 2 allows for a new membership category for ALHR of “friend of the ALHR” with limited rights to be determined by the Committee.

The amended Rule 3 allows the Secretary (rather than the Committee) to determine a membership application or to refer it to the next Committee meeting. It also sets out what should occur if a membership application is rejected.

The amended Rule 7 provides that the register of members is to show the category of membership that the person has. It is a consequential amendment to the amendment to Rule 2.

Terms of the Special Resolution

To amend the rules of Australian Lawyers for Human Rights as follows:

Delete Rule 2 and insert the following:

“A  person  is  qualified  to  be  a  member  of  ALHR  if,  but  only  if:     

(a)  
  the  person  is:  

admitted  or  qualified  to  practice  as  a  legal  practitioner  in  any  State  or  Territory   of  Australia;  or 

working  in  a  legal  capacity  in  Australia  at  the  time  of  making  the  application  for   membership;  or  

teaching  or  studying  law  or  law-­‐related  subjects  in  Australia  leading  to  tertiary   qualifications  to  practice  law;  or  

has  a  law  degree  or  its  equivalent  from  an  Australian  institution;  or

not any of (i) to (iv) above but is willing to become a “friend of ALHR” with limited rights to be determined by the Committee; and

the  person  ; 

has  been  approved  for  membership  of  ALHR  by  the  committee  of  ALHR;  and

is  an  individual;  and    

the  person  agrees  to  act  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  objects  of  ALHR.  

Section  15(1)(a)  of  the  Act  says  that  a  person  who  was  a  member  of  ALHR  immediately  before  its  incorporation  is  a  member  of  ALHR  on  its  incorporation. “

Delete Rule 3 and insert the following:

“(a) A  person  may  apply  for  membership  of  ALHR  by:  

(i)    completing  an  application  form  and  paying  a  membership  fee  as  approved  by   the  Committee  from  time  to  time;  and    

(ii)   lodging  the  completed  application  form  online  or  with  the     secretary  of  ALHR.    

(b) The Secretary may determine the application or refer the application to the next Committee meeting.

(c) The Secretary or the Committee may reject the application and refund any membership subscription fees paid where it is determined that a person does not meet the relevant membership qualifications, 

(d) If the Committeee does not reject the application, a person’s membership will be taken to  have  been  approved  by  the  Committee  and  to  have commenced  from  the  date  of   application  and  payment  of  the  relevant membership  subscription  fee.”

Delete Rule 7(a) and insert the following:

“(a) The public  officer  of  ALHR  must  establish  and  maintain  a  register  of  members  of  ALHR   specifying  the  name  and  address  of  each  person  who  is  a  member  of  ALHR  together   with  the  date  on  which  the  person  became  a  member and the category of membership the person has. “

Procedures

Rule 37 provides that the statement of objects and the rules may be altered, rescinded or added to only by a special resolution of ALHR.

Rule 31 sets out the requirements for a special resolution:

(a)
at least 21 days' written notice of the general meeting at which the special resolution is to be put must be given to all current members of ALHR specifying the intention to propose the resolution as a special resolution; and

(b)
the resolution must be passed by a majority which comprises at least three-quarters of such members of ALHR as, being entitled under the rules so to do, vote in person or by proxy at a general meeting.

If you wish to appoint a proxy to vote for you at either or both meetings

you can appoint either another member or the Secretary as your proxy. The form of proxy is attached to this document. Please complete and sign the form and return it as a pdf document.

If you want to nominate for a Committee the procedures described in Rule 15 will be followed for the election of Committee members.

In order that Office Bearers and Ordinary National Committee members are properly elected in accordance with the Rules, they will need to meet the requirements as follows:

Nominations must be received by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, 4 April 2016 in the ‘Nomination for position on National Committee’ form attached.

No late nominations will be accepted.

The names of nominees, their state or territory of residence, the position to which they are nominating and their summary of reasons will be provided to all members to enable them to cast an informed vote.

Please note: only members of ALHR may nominate for a position

NB: If you wish to become more involved in ALHR, but do not wish to nominate for the National Committee, please consider becoming involved in your State Committee or one of the Sub-Committees.
 EMBED PBrush  
FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY

I, _______________________________________________________________ 

of_______________________________________________________________ 

being a member of Australian Lawyers for Human Rights Incorporated hereby appoint (tick as appropriate) 

 (full name of proxy)_____________________________________________ 

of___________________________________________________________

being a member of Australian Lawyers for Human Rights Incorporated. 

 the Secretary or such other member of Australian Lawyers for Human Rights Incorporated as the Secretary delegates as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the annual general meeting/special general meeting to be held on the 11th day of April 2016, and at any adjournment of that meeting.

* My proxy is authorised to vote (tick as appropriate) 

 in favour of 

 against  

 abstain from voting on 

the resolution (insert details).  

* To be inserted if desired.  

Signature of member appointing proxy__________________________________ 

Date____________________________________________________________

NOTE: A proxy vote may not be given to a person who is not a member of the association.

 EMBED PBrush  

Nomination for Position on National Committee

(Nominations from new members and from all states and territories are encouraged)

I, 



(full name)

of



(address)

Phone/e-mail



(contact details)

nominate for the position of:



(President, Treasurer, Secretary, Ordinary Member)

of the National Committee of Australian Lawyers for Human Rights Incorporated.



Signed by nominator (may be nominee)





Date

Please set out below a (very short) bio, a brief summary of your reasons for wishing to be elected to the National Committee and describe what you believe you are able to contribute:



If you have any queries about the roles and responsibilities of office bearers and committee members, contact the current ALHR executive on  HYPERLINK "mailto:secretary@alhr.asn.au" secretary@alhr.asn.au. 

Nominations must be delivered to:

By post:
Secretary, ALHR

PO Box A147

Sydney South  NSW 1235
By e-mail:


 HYPERLINK "mailto:secretary@alhr.asn.au" secretary@alhr.asn.au 



Nominations must be received by 5:00 pm on Sunday, 4 April 2016.

(No late nominations will be accepted.)

The name of nominees, their state or territory of residence, the position to which they are nominating and their summary of reasons will, if an election is necessary, be sent to all members to enable them to cast an informed vote.

Please note: only members of ALHR may nominate for a position



NB: If you wish to become more involved in ALHR, but do not wish to nominate for the National Committee, please consider becoming involved in your State Committee.

